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SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021 

Fifth Sunday of Great Lent  
Commemoration of our Righteous Mother Mary of Egypt  

Venerable John, disciple of Gregory of Decapolis; Venerable Euthymios and Athanasios of  
Aegina; Cosmas the Confessor, bishop of Chalcedon 

**Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great** 
Tone 4            Eothinon 1 
Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM (service Live-Streamed ONLY) 
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, followed immediately by the Divine Liturgy (is also 
Live-Streamed)  
Epistle:  Choir 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of the Lord cast 

from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath 

been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.  

 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY OF EGYPT IN TONE EIGHT 

Through thee, the divine likeness was securely preserved, O mother Mary; for thou didst carry the cross and 

follow Christ. By example and precept thou didst teach us to ignore the body, because it is perishable, and 

to attend to the concerns of the undying soul. Therefore, doth thy soul rejoice with the angels. 

 

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE FOUR 

Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing 

physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George; 

intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our soul. 

 

KONTAKION FOR SUNDAYS IN GREAT LENT TONE EIGHT 

To thee, the Champion Leader, do I offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast delivered me from 

terror; but as thou that hast that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone can set me free: from all forms 

of danger free me and deliver me, that I may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom. 

 

 

http://www.stgeorge-elpaso.org/


THE EPISTLE 

Make your vows and pay them to the Lord our God. 

God is known in Judaea. His Name is great in Israel. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (9:11-14) 

     Brethren, Christ having appeared a High Priest of the good things to come, through the greater and 

more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; neither through the blood 

of goats and calves, but through His own blood, entered in once for all into the holy place, having found 

eternal redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of bulls and goats and with the 

ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, purify your conscience from dead works 

to serve the living God? 

THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (10:32-45) 

     At that time, Jesus took His twelve Disciples, and began to tell them what was to happen to Him, 

saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of man will be delivered to the chief priests and 

the scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him to the Gentiles. And they will mock Him, 

and scourge Him, and spit upon Him, and kill Him; and after three days He will rise.” And James and John, 

the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Him, and said to Him, “Teacher, we would that thou shouldest do 

for us whatsoever we shall desire” And Jesus said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?” And they 

said to Him, “Grant us to sit, one at Thy right hand and one at Thy left, in Thy glory.” But Jesus said to 

them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized 

with the baptism with which I am baptized?” And they said to Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, 

“The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized. 

But to sit at My right hand or at My left is not Mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been 

prepared.” And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. And Jesus called them 

to Him and said to them, “You know that those who are supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over 

them, and their great men exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would 

be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be servant of all. 

For the Son of man also came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” 

 

THE SYNAXARION 

On April 18 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Venerable John, disciple of Gregory of 
Decapolis; Venerable Euthymios and Athanasios of Aegina; Cosmas the Confessor, bishop of Chalcedon; 
New-martyr John of Epiros; and Venerable Euthymios, enlightener of Karelia.  
     On this same day, the Fifth Sunday of Great Lent, it was ordained that we make remembrance of our 
Godly Mother Mary of Egypt.  

Verses 
Spirit rose up, flesh melted away erewhile; hide, O earth, the worn bones of Mary’s body. 

Once, during the Honorable Fast, the priest-monk Zosimus withdrew into the wilderness. He caught sight 
of a withered woman named Mary; her hair was white as snow. Mary then told Zosimus that she was born 
in Egypt and at the age of 12 began to live a life of debauchery in Alexandria for 17 years. One day, she 
went to Jerusalem to enter the church to venerate the Honorable Cross. However, some invisible force 
restrained her. In great fear, she gazed upon the icon of the Theotokos in the vestibule and prayed that she 
be allowed to enter the church, all the while confessing her sinfulness. She was then permitted to enter the 
church. Having venerated the Cross she again entered the vestibule and, before the icon, gave thanks to the 



Mother of God. At that very moment she heard a voice saying: “If you cross the Jordan, you will find 
glorious rest!” Mary left for the wilderness and remained there for 47 years in repentance. She bade Zosimus 
to come back in one year with Holy Communion, which he did. The following year, on Holy Thursday, 
April 1, 522, Zosimus discovered Mary’s lifeless body, and buried her. Thus, the Lord glorifies penitent 
sinners. The Church exalts and exemplifies Mary to the faithful in Great Lent as an incentive for repentance 
that brings entry into the Heavenly Kingdom.  
     Through her intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen 
 

After the Gospel Reading, please turn to page 104 in the Red Service Book to follow 

along with the rest of the Divine Liturgy.  

 

LENT SERVICES WEEKDAY SCHEDULE 

Each Sunday, Rev. Dcn. Michael will email the services as an attachment service booklet link for 

the coming week services for parishioners to follow along. 

SERVICE DATE TIME 

Great Compline 
Monday, April 12 

(5th Mon. of Lent) 6:30 P.M. 

Presanctified Divine Liturgy 
Wednesday, April 14 

(5th Wed. of Lent) 6:30 P.M. 

Little Compline with ALL 

Akathist 

Friday, April 16 

(5th Fri. of Lent) 6:30 P.M. 

Great Compline 
Monday, April 19 

(6th Mon. of Lent) 6:30 P.M. 

Presanctified Divine Liturgy 
Wednesday, April 21 

(6th Wed. of Lent) 6:30 P.M. 

 

 
Lazarus Saturday, Palm Sunday, Holy Week & Pascha   

Schedule of Services 
 

Saturday April 24   
A.M. 

Divine Liturgy (St. Lazarus Saturday) 9:15 a.m. 
Orthros 
& 
10:30 a.m. 
Liturgy 

Saturday April 24    
P.M. 

Great Vespers  5:00 p.m. 

Sunday April 25      
A.M. 

Palm Sunday (Glorious Entrance of the Lord to 
Jerusalem) 

9:15 a.m. 
Orthros & 
10:30 a.m. 
Liturgy 



Sunday April 25        
P.M. 

1st Bridegroom Service (Hada Houwwa Al-Khatan) 6:30 p.m. 

Monday April 26      
P.M. 

2nd Bridegroom Service (Hada Houwwa Al-Khatan) 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday April 27      
P.M. 

3rd Bridegroom Service (Hada Houwwa Al-Khatan) 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 28 P.M. Service for the Sacrament of the Holy Unction (Salat 
Al-Zeit 

6:30 p.m. 

Thursday April 29    
A.M. 

Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil (Mystical Supper) 9:15 a.m. 

Thursday April 29    
P.M. 

Service of the Twelve Passion Gospels 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, April 30        
A.M. 

Great Vespers (Taking Down of Christ from the Cross 3:00 p.m. 

Friday April 30         
P.M. 

Service of the Lamentation (NO All-Night Vigil.) 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday May 1         
A.M. 

Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil (Qum Ya Rab) 9:15 a.m. 

Saturday, May 2        
P.M. 

Paschal Divine Liturgy 10:00 p.m. 

Sunday, May 2          
P.M. 

Agape Vespers (Gospel Readings in Multiple 
Languages) 

5:00 p.m. 

      DONATE FOR PALMS 

Please donate in the health of your family or in memory of a loved one. Donations will be 
used to buy palms, oil, and flowers for Holy Week. 

         PALM SUNDAY 

On Sunday, April 25th, the Holy Orthodox Church will celebrate Palm Sunday, our Lord 

Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. It is customary for children to participate in the 

procession of palms and also bring with them elaborately decorate candles for the 

procession. It is for this reason that for this one Sunday, St. George Church will make an 

exception to the church reopening Rotation Schedule and ask all families with young 



children to attend on this special Sunday. We ask all other parishioners to view the liturgical 

service via live stream from home. We thank you in advance for your understanding and 

giving our children this blessed and wonderful opportunity to participate in Palm Sunday.   

HOLY BREAD IS OFFERED BY: 

 
Marie Khoury and his sons, Sami and Elie Khoury on the 40th Day Memorial of 
their beloved husband and father, Francis Naaman Khoury. May his Memory be 
Eternal. 
 
 
 
 

For the Presanctified Divine Liturgies on March 31st and April 7th by Samih, Catherine, Diana, and Vanessa 
in loving memory of Jean-Marc Salloum on his 2 years memorial. 
 
For the Vesperal Divine Liturgy of The Annunciation to the Most-Holy Theotokos on March 25th and 
Presanctified Divine Liturgies on March 17th, April 14th, and April 21st by Laila Ferris and family for their 
health. 

DONATIONS 

Tony Dayoub: In memory of Janet Aboud & for the good health of Albert & Jameelie Dayoub & family. 

Tony Dayoub: In memory of Jean-Marc Salloum & for the health of the Salloum families. 

Albert & Jameelie Dayoub: In memory of Janet Aboud. 

Raed & Sylvana Aldouri: In memory of Jean-Marc Salloum & Janet Aboud. 

Jamie Isaac: In memory of Jean-marc Salloum and Francis Khoury and for the health of Sudie & Deanna 

Nasser. 

Jamie Isaac: In memory of Janet Aboud. 

Yani & Susana Payides: For the health of Fr. Fadi Rabbat & Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes. In memory of 

Nicolas Valilis (04/22). 

Salma Isaac: For the health of Vicki Sanftner and family and in memory of Keith Sanftner.  

 

ARCHDIOCESE DUES 

         Nabil, Doris & Michelle Shaheen      Maher, Jeanette & Eliana Aldaghlawi 

Blanca Gottfried 

PALM SUNDAY- MOTHER CHURCH 
Blanca Anaipakos 

MAY 23 FESTIVAL DRIVE BY DONATIONS 
Dr. Hassan & Maha Salloum: Dimond doner 

Anonymous: Gold doner for the health of her family’s children, grandchildren, and God children. 

Anonymous: For the health of their family 

 
FOOD FOR HUNGRY PEOPLE CHARITABLE OUTREACH 



“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work.” -2 Cor. 9 
 
The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America is celebrating over 45 years of “feeding 
those in need”. The Archdiocese invites all parishioners to participate in this charitable outreach during the 
Lent season. They have provided each parish with small cardboard fold up Alms Boxes. These boxes can be 
picked up in the church’s narthex (entrance). Return your Alms Boxes by Sunday, May 9, 2021. 
 

THANK YOU FROM THE KHOURY & FARAH FAMILIES 
Many thanks to all our family and friends who supported us by calling, sending notes, donations to the 
church, flowers, and stood by us during the difficult time of passing to the Lord, Francis Khoury. May the 
Lord Jesus in his glorious resurrection grant you many years of good health. 

THANK YOU 
A warm thank you to Marco & Christina Novakovic for their donation of some food items that were given 
to the Rescue Mission of El Paso. May God grant you many years of good health and long life. 
 

THANK YOU 
A warm thank you to Rev. Dcn. Michael for his donation of a Holy Eucharist chalice to the altar.  
 

            THE MAY FESTIVAL DRIVE BY 
The May Festival Drive By is coming May 23, 2021. As you all know this an important and crucial fundraise 
to our beloved St. George Church and your participation is appreciated in any way you can help. 
The full meal plate includes mixed rice, two kofta kabobs, salad, Kibbe, humus, and baklava. 
The bake table will be full of treats highlighting the talents of our parishioners and the authenticity of our 
food and culture. 
You may help in any way you can.  
Monetary donations and sponsorships are always appreciated to the church of the Lord: 
•                    Diamond Sponsor - $1000; 
•                    Platinum Sponsor - $750; 
•                    Gold Sponsor - $500; 
•                    Silver Sponsor - $300; 
•                    Bronze Sponsor - $150 
•                    Bake your favorite goodies and we will get you containers to pack them. Call Sylvana   
             Aldouri @915-252-8815. 
•                    Tickets are available to sell. Please contact any Parish Council member to get tickets or call  
             Dr. Raed Aldouri @ 915-252-8815. 
•                    Let everyone know about the May 23 Festival drive by meal and bake sale. 
•                    Volunteer to help with meal preparations. 
Thank you and God Bless you for supporting your church. 
  
Dr. Raed Aldouri 
 



 
REVISED COVID-19 AND PROTOCOLS FOR REOPENING THE CHURCH 

The protocols/guidelines for reopening our beloved St. George were updated by the Parish Council 

on February 17th, 2021. The revision deletes the requirement for parishioners attending Church to 

sign the Contact Tracing Log. Instead, anyone who has attended services and subsequently within two 

(2) weeks is test-confirmed positive for Covid-19 is requested and encouraged to inform the Church office 

within twenty-four (24) hours of having tested positive, so that others who may have been exposed may be 

informed. These individuals are to stay away from services until cleared medically. 

The protocols/guidelines will be followed to ensure the safety of parishioners who choose to attend 
Church for worship services.  
 
The rotation schedule continues with the percentage of attendance at 25%. The 25% of sanctuary 
capacity is 67 people, inclusive of adults and children.   
 
Below is the Rotation Schedule:  

• Group 1, Last names with letter A-M (April 18, 2021) 

• Group 2, Last names with letters N-Z (April 25, 2021) 

• Once a full 2-week rotation is completed, it will cycle again. 

Attached to the Church Bulletin email is the updated protocols/guidelines for your review.  
 

HOW TO ACCESS LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES 
We will continue to live stream worship services during the on-going COVID-related crisis. It is quite easy 
to ‘come into’ the service, and you do not need to be a member of any social media platform to worship 
from home. 
Step 1- Access the Church’s website www.stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Step 2 – Once on the ‘home page’, scroll all the way to the bottom. Look for this logo:  
Step 3 – Click on the logo. IT IS NOT NECESSARY to be a member of ‘Facebook’ to use this connection. 
Step 4- Clicking on this logo opens a media page exclusive to St. George. When you scroll down the page 
you will see all sorts of video events from festivals to Divine Liturgy. To locate the live Sunday service being 
streamed, look for the still picture of the Solea and Iconostasis at the front of the altar. This is found at the 
top right of the page. 
Step 5. As you move your cursor around on that still picture, various controls become visible: Those control 
volumes, move the video backwards and forward, and expand the picture to fill the whole screen. Saturday 
Vesper services still start at 5:00 P.M. Sunday services still start with Orthros at 9:15 A.M., and Divine Liturgy 
follows at 10:30 A.M. Live stream will also apply to Liturgy services scheduled during the week.  

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
If you do not have a Service Book at home, please click the web site below and follow the Divine Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom. For the feast hymns, Gospel and Epistle of the day, you will need to refer to the 
Liturgical Resources for April.  

http://www.stgeorge-elpaso.org/


http://www.stgeorgenj.com/the-divine-liturgy-of-st-john-chrysostom.html 
 

LITURGICAL RESOURCES FOR APRIL 
The Antiochian Archdiocese wishes to bring to our attention some liturgical resources for April that are 
available at www.antiochian.org/liturgicday. 
 
For parishioners who are unable to attend church as the Coronavirus pandemic continues, and if they are 
unable to watch live streams of the divine services on the internet, they can refer to the readers services in 
front of their icons at home. Once they access the above web page, they scroll down to "Permanent Liturgical 
Resources," they will find instructions for readers vespers, readers orthros, and typika services. They can 
pair the instructions with the full services they find on the Select Date calendar on that same webpage. Click 
on the calendar box and then select the date. The services will appear on the right side of the page under 
Daily Liturgical Text.  
 

         SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The St. George Church Virtual Sunday School is scheduled on Sundays from 9:30 AM to 10:00 AM.  It will 
occur via ZOOM. The teachers will provide their students with the ZOOM information. 
 
Please note there will be NO Sunday School on Sunday, May 2nd (Pascha Sunday). Sunday School will 
resume on Sunday, May 9th. 
 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE ROSTER FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021 – 15 students 
Pre-School (ages 3 and 4 years old) Doris Shaheen 
Grades Kinder/1st   Jehan Al-Hanna 
     Jack Bell, & Kingston Joudi 
Grades 2/3    Alan Borschow 
     Majd Aldayoub, & Audrey Bell 
Grades 4/5    Patricia Borschow 

Elias Aldayoub, & Sophia Meza 
Grades 6/7    Geoffrey Borschow  
     Caroline Bell, & Kendall Olivas 
Grades 8-12    Jameelie Dayoub 

Olivia Bell, Andrew Crawford, Christiana Crawford, Julia 
Encarnacion, Andrea Meza, Anthony Meza, & Sami Odeh  

Sunday School Director  Laila Ferris 
Special Projects   Jaclyn Ferris 
Staff Assistant    James Shaheen 
 

ST. GEORGE ADULT CLASS WITH FR. FADI RABBAT 
The Zoom Adult Class will not meet on April 11th, 18th, 25th and May 1st. The class will resume on 
Saturday, May 8th. A Zoom Invite will be placed in the mid-week Church Bulletin for Sunday, May 9th.  
 
 
 

http://www.stgeorgenj.com/the-divine-liturgy-of-st-john-chrysostom.html
http://www.antiochian.org/liturgicday


CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION 
Dear parishioners, just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file with the church’s 
Breeze System, we will email the Church Bulletin to the email address provided. We will not mail 
you the Church Bulletin to save on postage and copying cost. Thank you for your cooperation. I 
will continue to mail the Church Bulletin to those who have contacted me. -Rev. Dcn. Michael  
 

CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Announcements for the Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev. Dcn. Michael 
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org. The Church Bulletin is usually sent out on Tuesday.  
 

HOLY BREAD OFFERING 
If you plan to offer the Holy Bread, please indicate your offering on the sign-up board located in 
the Narthex of the church or email Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org 
to have it placed in the following week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to 
make the necessary arrangements for the Holy Bread. Also let him know if the Holy Bread is being 
offered for a Memorial Service of a departed love one.  
 

             DOME LIGHTING 
Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the dome of the 
church to see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome windows at night. Your request 
to schedule a 'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday 
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it placed in the following week's Church Bulletin.  Also 
indicate when the dome is to be lit. There is a minimum donation of $50 per lighting.  Please 
address the check to St. George Antiochian Church. You can either mail the check to the church or 
drop it off in the church’s mailbox.  

           
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at: 

Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973-780-0221  

Email: archimandritefadi@antiochian.org 

Or 

Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at: 

Cell Phone: (915)309-1511  Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org 

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Please let us know if you are ill and/or hospitalized by 

contacting Fr. Fadi or Rev. Dcn. Michael. We too will add 

your name to the prayer list for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy.  

mailto:deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org
mailto:deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org
mailto:archimandritefadi@antiochian.org


Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to schedule the 
visits or in case of any emergency at any time). 

Confessions: By appointment.  


	Epistle:  Choir

